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President’s Report 
 
The Auckland Goethe Society nears the end of 2015, with strong networks, membership and spirit.  
Our membership currently stands at 75. 
 
The committee has worked together well to offer a full and varied programme this year.  Much of the 
liaison and ongoing work was coordinated via email. The committee came together for meetings in 
January and March for planning and initial organization of the events programme and in July to 
organize the AGS German examinations.  Also at that July meeting, Felix Delbruck announced that he 
would be leaving in October and it was agreed that committee member Peter Andrew replace Felix as 
treasurer in the interim period before the AGM and Doris would take over responsibility for the 
website.   
 
On behalf of the membership I would like to formally thank Felix for the work that he has done over 
the last three years.  Felix has been a rigorous treasurer.  He also refreshed the website giving it a new 
look and was our ‘webmaster’ until Doris Evans took over that role.  Felix also had the contacts that 
enabled us to host events with speakers such as Ekehard Stier (in 2014) and Linda Tyler (this year). 
 
 A list of the 2015 Auckland Goethe Society events with attendance is attached to this report.  In 
summary, we held 

 German language examinations for school students and prize-giving for diploma and prize-
winners, their teachers and families  

 further evening events aimed at teachers and students of German (Student Film project, Trivia 
evening) 

 a series of 3 academic lectures by overseas and local researchers 
 a series of 4 films commemorating 25 years since German reunification 
 a series of 4 evenings consisting of a lecture and 3 films with readings on the theme of 

Grimms Märchen  
 an event aimed at university students, organised in conjunction with DAAD and NZGBA with 

guest speakers from German businesses 
 an evening about NZ artists in Germany 
 (to come) an end-of-year event with animation series creators of the animation series Lifeswap  
 Twice monthly get-togethers to chat in German at Kaffeeklatsch at Olafs in Mt Eden and 

Stammtisch in the city.   
 
It is pleasing to report that entries in our school examinations rose by 100 this year compared with 
2014.  The Auckland Goethe Society has now been running school German examinations for 65 years. 
I would like to thank Gretchen Badenhorst for once again coordinating this major annual project. On 
top of a busy life as teacher, Gretchen is the committee member responsible for the preparation and 
operation of these examinations offered to school students of German throughout Auckland and 
Northland. 
 
Other organisations help us to offer a successful programme. Our relationship with the Goethe-Institut 
Neuseeland continues to be strong.  We are very grateful for their generous financial support.  In 
February, I attended the Netzwerk Deutsch Jahresversammlung at the Goethe-Institut in Wellington 
and I presented a report of our 2014 programme. 



 
We maintain strong connection with the University of Auckland.  Committee members Stephan Resch, 
Anna Bauer and I are employees of the university; Stephan and Anna are academic members of the 
German department.  This is an important historical and ongoing connection in the context of 
promoting and supporting German studies. 
 
Our connection with the DAAD is also strong with the New Zealand representative of this 
organization Anna Bauer being a member of our committee.  Anna has been particularly active this 
year not only being our main organizer of the German business event for students but also running the 
series about Grimms Märchen. I thank Anna on behalf of us all. 
 
Our relationship with the New Zealand German Business Association has been strengthened with 
Doris Evans joining the committee this year.  Doris is the PR and Communication member of the 
NZGBA team. The president of the NZGBA, the Honorary German Consul, Erich Bachmann is our 
patron.  Erich was this year’s guest speaker at our AGS German Examinations Prize-giving. 
 
Connections we have with event managers have meant that this year at some of our events we were 
able to give away free or reduced-price tickets to several commercial events with German themes – 
such as films and the student German drama production. 
 
We have continued to communicate with members directly by email as well as promoting our 
programme to a wide audience through our networks and by using Facebook and our website. Hence 
as well as a core group of members there have always been new people attend each event.  I thank our 
secretary Bailey Travis for making the most of the various forms of communication including social 
networks to ensure good attendance at events.  In addition to our own events, members have been kept 
informed of other German cultural and literary activities offered in Auckland.  I thank Bailey very 
much for helping at almost every event we have held this year. 
 
Overall the contribution from each and every committee member has been invaluable. They are a 
terrific team to work with. 
 
I hope that members of the Auckland Goethe Society have enjoyed what has been on offer this year 
and I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our final event for the year on 3 December. 
 
 
 

 
Wendy Thomson, President 




